
 
ESAA Breakfast 

Thursday February 3, 2022 
Atherton Hall, Camp Balboa 

In attendance: Russ Christensen (presiding), Jim Atkins, Sammy Knight, Paul Honeycutt, Bruce Doole, 

Chuck Dowe, Luke Mellis, Matthew Giedt-Paredes, Chris Vaughan, & Karl Shelton 

Call to Order was made at 7:10 AM by Russ Christensen.  Luke Mellis led the Pledge of Allegiance and 

Karl Shelton provided an invocation.  

The December 2021 minutes were presented for review.  A motion to accept was made by Sammy 

Knight and a second by Matthew Paredes. Approval was unanimous. 

The January 2022 minutes were presented for review.  A motion to accept was made by Matthew 

Paredes and a second by Chuck Dowe. Approval was unanimous. 

Treasurer – postponed 

Membership – Jim Atkins has not received an updated roster.  No known new members. 

National Eagle Scout Project – Jim Atkins reported that we have two people who have submitted for 

nomination. The application to National is due by end of month.   

Scoutmaster of the Year – Jim Atkins reported that Henry Levin was selected from Troop 53.  The 

selection committee conferred via email.  The committee will coordinate the presentation of the award. 

Scholarships – Jim Atkins had no updates on the Scholarship committee.  They are due in May. 

Eagle Recognition Dinner – Russ Christensen reported on the Eagle recognition dinner with additional 

insights by Chris Vaughan.  After review, the committee is currently looking at St. Michael’s as the venue 

for a variety of reasons.  Chris Vaugh, Russ Christensen, Chuck Dowe and Pam Dixon are primarily 

leading the efforts of the committee. Ladona Harvey has agreed to be the MC.  A request has been 

made for the keynote speaker. 

Fundraising – Russ reported that Marvin Heinze is working on a plan for a membership and fundraising 

drive.  A discussion ensued regarding some networking gatherings. 

Chuck said that we have no new subscriptions to the newsletter. There is a high open rate, meaning that 

people are reading the newsletter.  Submissions of newsletter articles should be submitted within one 

week of this meeting.  We have not had any Eagle Scouts recently in the news, but if anyone finds 

articles, please notify Chuck. 

SM of the Year discussions ensued on the potential future of the award.  The conversation was led by 

the question of what the purpose of the award is.  The committee had a strong opinion in favor of 

recognizing Scoutmasters, most support the award but there were considerations about the process of 

the specific award.  It was determined that in the next 15 days ideas for SM recognition was requested.  

The matter will be reviewed again in March. 

ESAA Distinguished Service Award was established in 1984 to recognize individuals and businesses.  It 

was last noted in 2013 with Terry Trout and Ernest Latham and 2015 Pam Dixon.  Chuck Dowe submitted 



a nomination of Doris McCarthy as a recipient.  A conversation about the purpose of the award and 

clarification of process ensued.  The motion was made by Chuck Dowe.  Matthew Paredes secondarily 

moved that the Doris’s nomination be approved and  further board criteria be determined.  Paul moved 

that the discussion be tabled.  After discussion, Matthew withdrew his secondary motion in favor of a 

March review.  The motion was tabled for the subsequent meeting. 

A discussion about sponsoring the Eagle award purchases was made by Chuck Dowe.  Chuck made a 

motion to form the committee, with Luke as a second.  Approval was unanimous.  Russ asked Chuck to 

lead the committee and he accepted. 

Jim Atkins made a recommendation that the ESAA mission statement be revised to be gender inclusive.  

All agreed.  Sammy agreed to present new by-laws at the March meeting for review. 

Matthew encouraged everyone to begin considering the keynote speaker for the Gathering of the 

Eagles. 

Luke reminded everyone that this Sunday is Scout Sunday. 

Chris Vaughan asked to rejoin the board in April. 

Karl provided a general overview of the Bankruptcy, of AB506 and then a quick review of the position of 

the council growing back. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 

 

 


